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Abstract

Volume VI formalizes sorting failure as a mechanical anomaly within the A—S—L—R
engine. It demonstrates that value-hierarchy failure arises from visibility collapse inside
the symbolic chamber—not from cognitive distortion. When symbolic weight becomes
undetectable, the Self shifts into existence-confirmation as its only viable anchor,
producing compensatory behaviors across three tiers: local confirmation,
external-anchor borrowing, and dissociative self-observation.
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PO — Why Sorting Failure Must Be
Formalized

Within Symbolic Mechanics, the failure to construct a value hierarchy is not a
psychological weakness but a mechanical anomaly. This anomaly appears when the
organism’s O-vector enters a symbolic field whose visibility has collapsed to near zero.

In such a state, symbolic objects remain present on their Seats, yet the Self cannot read
their contours, boundaries, gradients, or relative weight. The system remains intact;
readability does not.

This volume formalizes an S-side readability failure inside the symbolic chamber.
Sorting failure is therefore not object-loss, but symbolic unreadability.

When weight cannot be perceived, the Self loses access to the only mechanism through
which value, priority, and importance can be determined. Thus, what is commonly
described as “not knowing what matters in life” is, at the mechanical level, a visibility
failure, not an ambiguity of preference.

Under visibility collapse, the Self is forced into a fallback mode: it abandons the
unreadable symbolic field and turns toward existence-confirmation as its only reliable
signal.

Volume VI formalizes this full process:

1. how visibility collapse is generated,
2. how it disables weight perception,
3. why the Self shifts into existence-seeking behavior, and

4. how extreme collapse produces dissociation as the highest-intensity form of
existence-confirmation.

Sorting failure must be treated not as a cognitive distortion, but as a
structural condition emerging from the mechanics of symbolic visibility.
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Pl — The Mechanical Origin of Visibility
Collapse

Visibility collapse does not arise spontaneously. Within the A—S—L—R engine, it
emerges when four structural conditions converge over time:

1. Chronic Overload of the Shadow Seat

When the Shadow Seat accumulates excessive and unprocessed symbolic mass, its
internal configuration becomes irregular, unstable, and spatially disordered.

e an incoherent symbolic silhouette,
e unstable contours,

* weight readings that fluctuate or contradict each other.

This disorder is the first layer of fog: the Self cannot tell what it is seeing,
even though the objects still exist.

2. Parental-Signal Decay (Low M- and F-axis amplitude)

When internal parental modules operate below functional threshold, the symbolic space
loses structural illumination. The Mother axis no longer provides emotional resolution;
the Father axis no longer contributes boundary definition or directional clarity.

* contrast between objects,
e depth perception,

* the ability to distinguish foreground from background.

This creates the second layer of fog: the room becomes dim even before it
becomes chaotic.

3. Judge Over-amplification / Chamber Compression

Excessive Judge pressure compresses the chamber’'s internal geometry. Depth,
distance, and local safety cues become unreliable.

e unreliable depth,
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* inconsistent distance sense,
* increased risk-signal around even minor displacement,

* compression of symbolic maneuvering space.

This is the third layer of fog: the room becomes structurally unsafe even
before visibility reaches zero.

4. Prolonged Exit-2 Residue Accumulation

Exit-2 suppresses immediate processing by diverting symbolic load into suspended
storage. Long-term reliance on this route produces a mechanical consequence: stored
load begins to diffuse across the entire symbolic chamber.

* lowering visibility,
* blurring boundaries,

e expanding chamber density beyond what the Self can map.

This is the fourth layer of fog: the room becomes vast, unbounded, and
unreadable.

Synthesis: How Fog Replaces Space

When these four layers accumulate simultaneously—Shadow disorder, parental
dimming, Judge-space distortion, Exit-2 residue accumulation—the organism’s internal
field transitions from a structured chamber into featureless atmospheric density.

Objects exist. Seats exist. Weight exist. But the Self loses the ability to see any of them.

This is visibility collapse.
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P2 — Why the Self Cannot Sense Symbolic
Weight Inside the Fog

When visibility collapses, the Self does not merely “fail to interpret” symbolic weight—it
loses the mechanical ability to access symbolic objects altogether.

1. Weight Requires Contact, and Contact Requires Visibility

Weight = the Self's ability to detect gravitational pull from seated objects. But
detection requires orientation, distance estimation, and a minimally resolved visual
field.

If the Self cannot see the object, the Self cannot feel its weight. This is a
perceptual impossibility, not a psychological denial.

2. Fog Expands the Chamber Beyond the Self’s Sensor
Range

In a collapsed-visibility state, the chamber behaves as if walls dissolve outward,
symbolic distances dilate, and boundaries extend indefinitely. The Self’'s sensor radius
remains constant. The chamber’s radius grows.

The Self stands inside a space that is larger than its perceptual reach. Even
heavy objects become unreachable.

3. Shadow Turbulence Interrupts Weight Transmission

Because shadow objects are scattered, tilted, or partially detached from their seat,
their gravitational vectors interfere with each other. Instead of stable directional pull,
the Self receives noise, contradictions, intermittent micro-signals with no consistent
magnitude.

Weight becomes indistinguishable from static. The Self registers disturbance,
but never meaning.
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4. Result: Weight Becomes Silent Until Impact

Even though objects cannot be sensed in place, they still exert full force when
destabilized. Under visibility collapse:

e weight is invisible until the moment it falls,
* importance is unfelt until the moment of crisis,

¢ |oss is unthinkable until the moment it arrives.

The system was blind to weight, not immune to it.
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P3 — Why the Self Shifts to
Existence-Confirmation

When symbolic weight becomes undetectable, the Self must still maintain orientation
within the chamber.

1. The Self Requires a Minimum Anchor

The Self must retain at least one stable reference signal to avoid uncontrolled drift.
Under normal conditions, anchors come from weight gradients, boundary cues, and
symbolic proximity. Once visibility collapses, these anchors vanish.

A system without anchors cannot compute its next displacement vector.

2. When Objects Cannot Be Detected, the Self Anchors to
Itself

If no symbolic objects can be sensed, the Self automatically performs a mechanical
fallback: Anchor = the Self's own presence. This is the only invariant variable
remaining: physical outline, immediate sensory field, bodily continuity.

Existence becomes the last detectable signal when symbolic meaning
becomes undetectable. This is a mechanical requirement, not an emotional
choice.

3. Existence-Confirmation Is a Substitution Procedure

Behaviors associated with existence-confirmation are orientation operations executed
when weight perception is offline:

* repeatedly checking positional presence,

* amplifying any sensation that verifies “I am here,”

* engaging in interactions solely to receive presence-feedback,

e prioritizing self-locating signals over meaning-signals.

These are mechanical substitutes for a missing weight vector.
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4. Why Existence-Confirmation Cannot Restore Sorting

Existence-confirmation can stabilize the Self, but it cannot provide relative weight of
symbolic objects, distance information, relevance hierarchy, or curvature structure.

It preserves coherence but not orientation. The Self stays “online,” but
remains unable to perform any sorting operation.

5. Mechanical Summary

. weight channels fall silent,
. visibility drops toward zero,
. orientation becomes unsolvable,

. the Self must anchor somewhere,

u A W N -

. the only remaining anchor is existence itself.

Existence-confirmation is not a preference, but the only mechanically valid
output under low-visibility collapse.
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P4 — Three Tiers of
Existence-Compensation

When visibility inside the symbolic chamber falls below the threshold required for
weight-detection, the Self shifts into existence-compensation mode.

Tier 1 — Local-Confirmation Compensation

When visibility decreases but remains partially functional, the Self attempts to stabilize
through low-complexity presence signals.

* increased competitiveness or insistence on being “seen,”

* inserting oneself into conversations or conflicts for orientation signals,

» seeking micro-feedback loops to confirm positional existence,

* heightened sensitivity to being ignored or de-prioritized.

The Self compensates by amplifying any interaction that returns a
confirmation: “l am registered in a field.” This restores local stability, but not
visibility.

Tier 2 — External-Anchor Compensation

As visibility collapses further, the Self requires stronger and more continuous
confirmation signals, preferably from a singular external source.

* dependency on another source’s responses to maintain internal coordinates,

e panic or collapse when that signal fluctuates,

e hyper-monitoring feedback cues to derive self-location,

* inability to access symbolic weight while the tether is unstable.

The goal is not “attachment” in the psychological sense. It is positional
survival inside a near-zero-visibility chamber.



Symbolic Mechanics — Volume VI Academic Whitepaper

Tier 3 — Self-as-Only-Detectable-Object (Dissociative
Configuration)

Under near-complete visibility collapse, the chamber loses all boundary cues, size cues,
and object continuity. The Self must anchor directly to its own perceptual outline, even
if that outline becomes split or externalized.

* perception of observing oneself from outside one’s body,

* loss of emotional signal transmission,

e discontinuity of time and event memory,

* operations executed without subjective participation,

* sudden “return” without recall of the preceding interval.

This is not a psychological shutdown. It is a mechanical reconfiguration strategy: When
no symbolic object can be detected, the system sets the Self as the only detectable
object, even if this requires a dual-perspective mode (observer-Self + acting-Self).

This is the highest form of existence-compensation and emerges only when
sorting, weight detection, and chamber visibility have all collapsed
simultaneously.

Unified Interpretation

All three tiers are expressions of one underlying mechanical failure: The Self has lost
access to symbolic weight and must rely on existence as the last remaining stable
signal.

Tier 1 = local confirmation. Tier 2 = external-anchor borrowing. Tier 3 =
self-only detectability.

— 10 —
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P5 — Origin of Visibility Collapse:
Convergence

Visibility collapse follows a strict mechanical progression.

1. Shadow Overload -» Symbolic Disarray

When Shadow-weight increases faster than the chamber can redistribute load, the
symbolic surface becomes structurally irregular. Objects lose stable positions,
adjacency rules collapse, and symbolic “furniture” becomes partially obstructed.

Without gradients, sorting becomes unstable.

2. Parental-Signal Decay - Loss of Chamber lllumination

When parental signal amplitude drops, light-level falls, contrast deteriorates, boundary
cues blur, and uncertainty about object identity increases.

The chamber becomes dim even before fog appears.

3. Judge Over-amplification - Atmospheric Pressure
Distortion

Excessive Judge torque compresses the chamber’s internal space: depth becomes
unreliable, distances feel inconsistent, small displacements feel risky.

This geometric instability sets the condition for the fog-state to form.

4. Chronic Exit-2 Reliance -» Fog Formation

Exit-2 repeatedly forces the chamber into a non-processing state. Each avoidance
accumulates unprocessed weight as diffuse perceptual residue.

Fog = accumulated unresolved symbolic load, distributed without anchors,
blocking all visibility.
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5. Convergence -» Complete Visibility Collapse

When all four disruptions occur simultaneously—shadow overload, parental decay,
Judge amplification, Exit-2 residue—the result is a chamber with no visible boundaries,
no reliable object outlines, no weight gradients, and no navigable orientation.

If nothing in the chamber can be seen, the Self stops searching for symbolic
weight and starts searching for itself.
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P6 — Full Synthesis: Sorting Failure and
Existence Compensation

Visibility collapse disables the chamber’s entire capacity to present symbolic weight to
the Self. Without weight, no ranking operation can run.

1. Sorting Failure = Functional Consequence of Visibility
Collapse

Once the chamber enters fog-density, the Self loses access to object boundaries, object
identity, weight gradients, relative distances, and priority cues. Sorting becomes
impossible because there is nothing left to sort.

The Self experiences: “I don't know what matters to me.” “Everything feels equally
empty.” “Losing something hurts, but | don’t know why.”

This is not indecision. It is signal starvation.

2. Existence Compensation = The Only Remaining
Detectable Signal

When symbolic signals are unreadable, the Self falls back to its own existence-state.
This produces a shift from “what is important?” to “am | still here?”

Compensatory behaviors emerge: asserting presence, generating reactions in others,
seeking emotional impact, pursuing intensity, demanding responsiveness, provoking or
clinging. None seek meaning. They seek proof-of-existence.

3. Closed-Loop Law

Let V = symbolic visibility, W = detectable weight-gradient, Srt = sorting capacity, E =
existence-compensation drive.

VI - WI| -Srt=0- ET » chamber-attentionl! - Vl!l|

The system stabilizes itself by abandoning symbolic sorting and intensifying
existence-confirmation. This loop is self-stabilizing in the wrong direction.

— 13 —
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4. Output Forms of Existence Compensation

4.1 High-Intensity Capture

Sexual or high-intensity experiences produce massive short-lived existence signals.
They briefly pierce fog. The Self learns to seek intensity as a survival vector.

4.2 External-Anchor Polarization

If another person provides strong existence feedback, they become a primary external
anchor. Loss of their attention feels like annihilation. This produces polarized
dependency patterns: stabilization / panic / collapse.

4.3 Self-Observation Split (Terminal Compensatory Mode)

When existence cannot be confirmed through intensity or external anchoring, the Self
activates the final compensatory mode: externalized perspective of the Self. Emotional
channels are dimmed. Episodic memory fragments.

Dissociation is not a malfunction. It is the terminal form of
existence-compensation when visibility collapse reaches maximum density.

5. Final Principle

When symbolic visibility collapses, the Self ceases to orient by value and begins to
orient by existence.

Existence-compensation is not pathology. It is the only mechanically available output in
a chamber where no symbolic object can be seen, weighed, or ranked.

When the Self cannot see its symbols, it must try to see itself.
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