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Abstract

Volume Xl defines intimacy as a boundary event, not a psychological trait. Its
emergence depends on three internal parameters: Visibility (V)—the structural
resolution of the internal room; Gate (G)—the temporal access mechanism regulating
boundary crossing; and Delta (A)—the structural differential assigning directionality.
The volume formalizes the V X G interaction, boundary closure and return-load
mechanics, and the four system states arising from the 2x2 V—G configuration space.
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PO — Framework Overview

Intimacy in this system is defined as a boundary event, not a psychological trait. Its
emergence depends on the interaction of three internal parameters:

1. Visibility (V) — the structural resolution of the internal room, determining how
much incoming symbolic load can be held and organized.

2. Gate (G) — the temporal access mechanism regulating when external input is
permitted to cross the boundary.

3. Delta (A) — the structural differential that assigns directionality to an opening

event once access is granted.

V establishes boundary capacity. G establishes boundary access. A establishes
directional alignment. No single parameter produces intimacy on its own.
* High V without G produces capacity without entry.
e High G without V produces entry without stability.
e A does not determine whether the boundary opens. It determines toward which
external system the opening is oriented once opening becomes possible.

In this framework, intimacy is treated as a mechanical boundary phenomenon:

* V defines structural clarity and holding capacity
* G defines timing and permission of access

¢ A\ defines directional selection

Intimacy is a boundary event emerging from the interaction of V and G,
modulated by A.
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P1l — Visibility (V) as the Structural
Capacity Parameter

Visibility (V) denotes the structural resolution of the internal room. It specifies how
clearly the system can register, differentiate, and organize incoming symbolic load. V is
not an emotion, preference, or psychological state. It is a structural variable defining
the room’s capacity to process input.

1. Structural Resolution

High V corresponds to a room with high clarity, low noise, stable spatial definition, and
readable symbolic contours. Low V corresponds to reduced resolution, weaker
differentiation, diminished capacity for internal organization, and faster saturation
under comparable input.

2. Capacity Function

V determines how much external input can be structurally integrated once the
boundary is open. A high-V room can receive more input, preserve internal coherence,
and stabilize incoming symbolic material. A low-V room cannot maintain coherence
under equivalent input and therefore destabilizes more quickly.

3. Post-Opening Role

V does not determine whether the boundary opens. It determines what the room can
hold after opening occurs. Boundary access is controlled by G alone. V governs
post-entry structural tolerance.

4. Functional Range

Low V in this volume does not imply blackout or zero-visibility states. Blackout
conditions belong to different system regimes described elsewhere. Here, V is treated
only within the functional visibility range: V > 0.
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5. Core Consequence

higher V - greater structural tolerance | lower V - reduced
tolerance and faster overload

The structural capacity of the boundary is defined by Visibility (V).
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P2 — Gate (G) as the Temporal Access
Mechanism

Gate (G) functions as the temporal controller regulating access to the internal room.
While Visibility (V) defines structural capacity, G determines the conditions under which
entry is granted. G operates entirely as an access parameter rather than a structural
one.

1. Gating Logic

G governs whether, when, and at what intensity boundary access becomes available.
Its operation is defined by three properties:

e Sensitivity — how easily the gate responds to external signals

* Threshold — the activation level required for opening

» Reactivity — the speed and stability of transitions between states

2. Independence from Structural Capacity

G does not encode how much the room can hold. It encodes temporal permission for
input to enter. An active gate does not imply adequate structural capacity. A closed
gate does not imply insufficient capacity.

3. Flicker Event

A Flicker is a transient rise in G above its activation threshold. This produces an
instantaneous opening event, independent of the current level of V. The system treats
Flicker as a binary transition: once triggered, the gate becomes momentarily
permeable.

4. Non-emotional Operation

G is not governed by preference, liking, comfort, or emotional meaning. Its activation is
governed by boundary-access conditions inside the control architecture, including
safety-distance computations and gate sensitivity.
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5. Functional Consequence

Boundary opening is a temporal phenomenon. Its occurrence is fully
determined by G, whereas the subsequent stability or overload of the
opening is determined by V.
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P3 — Boundary OpeningasaV x G
Interaction

Boundary opening is treated as an emergent state arising only when two independent
parameters—Visibility (V) and Gate (G)—simultaneously satisfy their activation
conditions. Neither parameter alone is sufficient.

1. Dual-Parameter Requirement

The boundary becomes permeable only when:

V = V_threshold AND G = G_threshold

Opening Event = 1 only if both conditions are met.

2. Failure Modes

e High V + Low G: Structural capacity is available, but the gate remains closed. No
opening event occurs.

* Low V + High G: The gate opens, but structural capacity is insufficient. Opening
occurs, but destabilizes immediately.

These are not dysfunctions. They are standard states within the boundary architecture.

3. Emergent Opening State
Opening State = f(V x G)

This state is not emotional and not gradual. It is a binary access shift produced by the
interaction of structural capacity and temporal permission.

4. Decoupling of Function

V determines what the room can hold. G determines whether the room can be entered.
The system treats them as orthogonal variables. Neither can compensate for the other.
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5. Functional Consequence

Intimacy is the momentary emergence of this opening state: a boundary
configuration made possible only under concurrent activation of structural
capacity and temporal access. Boundary openness is an emergent V x G
interaction, not a univariate phenomenon.
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P4 — A as the Directional Parameter of
Boundary Opening

Delta (A) denotes the structural differential between two systems. Within this volume, A
is not treated as a generator of attraction. Its sole function is to assign directionality to
the boundary opening produced by V x G.

1. Definition of A

A represents the measurable difference between two configurations of internal
structure. It operates as a vector-like parameter that determines toward which external
system the gate aligns when G becomes active. A does not influence structural capacity
(V) or gate activation (G). It determines orientation only after an opening event
becomes possible.

2. Directional Alignment

When G crosses its activation threshold, the system evaluates available A-values to
determine directional access. The opening does not occur toward preference. It occurs
toward the configuration with the highest structural alignment.

Direction = argmax(A_i)

This alignment reflects structural compatibility, not affective relevance.

3. Separation from Prior Volumes

The mechanisms by which A arises—including resonance, discrepancy, or differential
clarity—belong to earlier parts of the system and are not elaborated here. In this
volume, A is treated strictly as a directional selector.

4. Independence from Emotional Meaning

A is not liking. It is not desire. It is not comfort. It is not affinity. It is an internal measure
describing how the system distributes openness once G initiates an access event.
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5. Operational Consequence

Boundary opening is a three-step computation:

1. G determines whether the gate opens.
2. A determines toward whom it opens.

3. V determines whether the resulting incoming load can be stabilized.

Directional openness is governed by A, independent of emotional valuation.

— 10 —
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P5 — Boundary Closure and the
Return-Load Mechanism

Once the boundary closes, the system undergoes a reorganization process governed by
Visibility (V). As V rises, the room regains structural resolution. This re-illumination
restores access to symbolic load that remained insufficiently integrated during the open
state. The resulting influx is defined as Return Load.

1. Closure Event

Boundary closure occurs when G transitions below its gating threshold. This terminates
further input and returns the room to an internally regulated state. Closure is treated as
a gating reversal, not an emotional withdrawal.

2. Re-illumination Phase (V1)

After G deactivates, V typically rises toward its baseline or restored level. During this
phase, symbolic material that remained unresolved under low, unstable, or fluctuating
V becomes accessible again.

3. Definition of Return Load

Return Load refers to the structural impact generated when previously under-registered
symbolic content becomes visible under increased V. It is not an emotional state. It is a
computational consequence of increased resolution, renewed access to previously
unstable symbolic material, and reactivation of evaluative subsystems.

4. Evaluative Subsystems

Two internal components amplify Return Load after visibility restoration: the Judge
Module (imposing evaluative pressure) and Seat 3 (reasserting discrepancy pressure
and ideal-self comparison). These subsystems amplify the returning load, but do not
define its origin.
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5. Distinction from Other Load Phenomena

Return Load is structurally different from overload, blackout, or shutdown-based load. It
is produced by resolution recovery, not by collapse of function.

6. Functional Consequence

Return Load = V1T X restored symbolic visibility x
evaluative re-entry

Boundary closure and evaluative discomfort are consequences of V-driven
symbolic re-illumination, not emotional interpretation.

—12 —



Symbolic Mechanics — Volume XI Academic Whitepaper

P6 — The V x G Boundary Configuration
(2x2 System States)

The interaction of Visibility (V) and Gate (G) generates four distinct boundary
configurations. These configurations describe system states, not personality categories.
A single system may transition among them as V and G fluctuate over time.

1. High V x Low G — Stable—Selective

The system possesses high structural capacity but maintains a closed or minimally
responsive gate. Boundary access is rare and highly constrained. Input stability is high,
but openness frequency is low.

2. High V x High G — Stable—Expressive

The system combines high structural capacity with frequent or rapid gate activation.
Boundary access occurs readily and remains stable upon opening. Load tolerance is
high, and destabilization probability is low.

3. Low V X Low G — Closed—Protective

Both structural capacity and gate responsiveness remain low. Boundary access is
minimal, and load admission is rare. This configuration prioritizes internal preservation
over external entry.

4. Low V x High G — Open—Reactive

The system exhibits low capacity but high gating reactivity. Open states occur readily,
but cannot be stabilized. This configuration generates rapid transitions between access
and overload.

— 13 —
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5. Non-typological Interpretation

These four states are not classifications of system identity. They represent momentary
configurations determined by current visibility level (V) and current gate state (G).
Changes in either variable produce state transitions without implying stable traits.

6. Functional Summary

State = f(V, G)

where V defines internal resolution and G defines temporal access. The four
configurations represent the complete set of boundary modes available under this
two-parameter architecture.

Boundary patterns arise from V—G interaction dynamics, not from personality
structure.

— 14 —



