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Abstract

Volume XVI formalizes the first mechanical state after projection shutdown: Alarm
Takeover. When the projector goes offline but the relational field has not yet
disengaged, the room shifts to Alarm as its dominant governing module. The nearest
person—the intimate partner—is automatically classified as the highest-exposure
threat source. The volume then describes mirror activation (double-alarm coupling) and
symbolic locking: the structural condition in which two systems remain relationally
active while simultaneously unable to repair, exit, or re-stabilize.

Keywords: alarm takeover, projection shutdown, threat classification, mirror activation,
double-alarm coupling, symbolic locking, seated symbols, residual heat, half-lit Spotlight,
intimate-adversary configuration
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0
P0 — Alarm Takeover: The First Mechanical
State After Projection Shutdown

When the projection system shuts down, the room does not return to clarity, neutrality,
or ordinary visibility. It enters a fixed post-projection state: Alarm Takeover. This state
is not emotional aftermath. It is the first mechanical configuration that appears when
projection has collapsed but the relational field has not yet disengaged.

1. Projection offline does not remove the seated symbols

Shutting down the projector removes the image, not the structure that sustained it. The
symbolic objects remain seated:

• Seat 1 — being seen / being loved

• Seat 2 — supporting or completing the other

• Seat 4 — shared future potential

As long as these objects remain in place, the relational field remains
mechanically active. Projection has ended, but the partner is still structurally
present inside the room.

2. Spotlight has not yet returned → visibility remains
insufficient

After projection collapse, the Spotlight does not immediately recover full luminosity.
The self-agent cannot yet perceive the partner with stable resolution. The room
remains half-lit: enough visibility to register exposure, not enough visibility to compute
meaning.

The system exits projection without entering full reality.
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3. Residual heat keeps the room in a compressed state

Thermal load from the projection cycle does not disappear at shutdown. The room still
contains elevated temperature, vibration from symbolic weight, condensation from
Position-3 leakage, ongoing regulatory strain, and unresolved pressure from the failed
projection field.

The room is no longer image-dominant, but it is still operating under
high-load relational pressure.

4. Projection cannot reboot → Alarm becomes the dominant
module

The combination of high residual heat × low restored visibility prevents the projection
system from restarting. When projection cannot come back online, the room
automatically shifts to its next available governing module: Alarm.

Alarm does not interpret feeling. It does not analyze intention. It does not ask what the
partner meant. Its only computation is: exposure density. Where exposure is highest,
threat classification becomes strongest.

5. The intimate partner is automatically tagged as the
primary threat source

Because the symbolic objects remain seated, the partner still occupies the shortest
relational distance to the self-agent.

Shortest distance → highest exposure → highest threat
score

The partner is not tagged as threat because of who they are. They are tagged as threat
because they remain the nearest active object in a room with insufficient visibility and
unresolved heat.

Once projection shuts down, Alarm comes online. And the closest person is
automatically classified as the highest-exposure threat source.
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1
P1 — Mirror Activation: Why One Alarm
Always Triggers the Other

After projection shutdown, Alarm becomes the system’s primary governing module.
Once one partner’s Alarm activates, the other partner’s activation becomes
mechanically likely. This is not emotional reciprocity. It is output—input coupling
between two partially visible, high-pressure systems.

1. Alarm activation always produces defensive output

Alarm never stays internal. Once a threat is tagged, the system emits defensive output:
contraction, coldness, withdrawal, hardened tone, heightened reactivity. These outputs
are not emotions. They are the room’s immediate threat-management behaviours.

Alarm does not wait for interpretation. It acts through output.

2. With the Spotlight half-restored, intention is unreadable

Because the Spotlight has not regained full luminosity, the partner cannot read
intention. Only observable behaviour enters the field. Under half-light conditions,
nuance is lost, context is weakened, and defensive behaviour is stripped of internal
explanation.

inconsistent → unpredictable → threatening

3. Defensive output becomes threat input in the partner’s
system

The first system’s defense is received by the second system as incoming
aggression-signature. What one system generates as protection, the other system
receives as rejection, hostility, distancing, attack, or disruption of relational safety.

your defense = their threat input. This is not miscommunication. It is a
deterministic cross-system conversion.
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4. Threat input automatically recruits the partner’s Alarm

Once the second system receives aggression-tagged input, its own Alarm module
activates. No emotional interpretation is required. The chain is mechanical:

A Alarm → A defense → B threat input → B Alarm → B defense
→ A threat input

This is the onset of mirrored Alarm recruitment.

5. The system locks into Double-Alarm Coupling

Once both Alarms are active: your defense = their threat, their defense = your threat,
each output recruits the other’s Alarm, amplification replaces interpretation, and the
loop becomes self-sustaining.

This configuration is: Double-Alarm Coupling.

At this point, neither system is relating through meaning. Both systems are relating
through threat-response output. The cycle cannot stop through clarification alone,
because the room is still operating below full visibility.

In intimate systems, one Alarm never stays alone. Once one partner enters
defense, the other is mechanically pulled into activation.
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2
P2 — Symbolic Locking: Why Two People
Cannot Disconnect

Projection shutdown does not terminate the relational field. As long as the symbolic
objects remain seated, the system cannot complete disengagement. Symbolic Locking
is the structural condition in which two systems remain relationally active while
simultaneously unable to repair, exit, or re-stabilize.

1. Seated symbols keep the relationship mechanically
active

Projection is offline, but the symbolic structure remains intact:

• Seat 1 — being seen / being held

• Seat 2 — sustaining or completing the other

• Seat 4 — shared future potential

The projector may be gone, but the relational geometry has not yet been
cleared.

2. Residual heat prevents exit because no free energy
remains

The room is still operating under high-pressure conditions. Energy is already consumed
by Alarm activation, defensive output, misreading correction attempts, boundary
maintenance, and symbolic containment of the still-seated objects.

The system can maintain tension, but it cannot complete withdrawal.

3. Half-lit Spotlight makes repair impossible

Under insufficient visibility, actions are classified as threat before they are read as
meaning, deviations are amplified, communication collapses into misinterpretation, and
corrective signals cannot stabilize the field.
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Repair requires enough visibility to separate intention from output and
meaning from threat-signature. That computation cannot run under partial
illumination.

4. Alarm pushes outward while the symbols pull inward

Two forces now operate simultaneously: Alarm → increase distance; seated symbols →
maintain bond continuity. This produces a real mechanical contradiction: pulled inward,
pushed outward, overheated, unable to settle, unable to disengage.

This is not emotional confusion. It is force conflict inside an unresolved
relational field.

5. System outcome: no exit, no closure, no clarity, no
separation

With the symbolic objects still in place, exit cannot complete, detachment cannot
finalize, repair cannot compute, and field collapse cannot finish.

The relationship becomes trapped in a midline orbit: not together, not apart, not
repaired, not ended.

This is Symbolic Locking.

The intimate-adversary configuration is not the guaranteed end of a relationship, but it
is the final mechanical checkpoint before one of two later outcomes becomes possible:
repair after visibility recovery, or separation after symbolic clearing.

For the architecture itself, this is the terminal locked state.


